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Josh Cushing: Teacher of the Year

By:  Rebecca Radford

 MHS’s choir director, Josh 
Cushing, was named the district’s Teacher 
of the Year. Cushing first started teaching 
music at Clark Lane Middle School in the 
fall of 2008. He has known that he wanted 
to teach music ever since his sophomore 
year of high school. When being asked 
what his favorite thing about teaching 
was, Cushing needed some time to think 
for a minute. He ended up concluding that 
his favorite part of teaching is having the 
opportunity to work with many students 
and teachers because they encourage him 
and “make him want to be a better human 
being.”
 Cushing described his initial 
reaction to receiving the title in a 
straightforward manner and said that he 
was indeed “very surprised.” He also 
noted that there had definitely been a list 
of teachers that he would have put before 
himself for this award. He believes that 
there are many brilliant teachers that 
could have received the title of Teacher of 

the Year. However, he obviously deserved 
it with his “thoughtful and energetic” 
style of teaching. Cushing believes that 
the most important thing about teaching 
is to “desegregate limited content areas,” 
which is the main reason he believes that 
he received this title. He voluntarily gets 
together with other teachers to come up 
with more authentic and meaningful 
lessons. He explained this aim is to 
teach students to “connect the dots 
themselves,”without needing interaction 
or help from others—helping them learn 
to do things themselves and be an overall 
successful individual.
 For those not aware, Mr. Cushing 
is a new father to his son, Auden James. He 
strongly believes that becoming a father 
has not changed his teaching, but has only 
confirmed his outlook and philosophy. 
His piece of advice to both students and 
teachers is that “the pursuit of happiness 
is not a wasteful vocation.”

Student Government 
Reorganization
By: Joshua Archibald
 Candidates for Student 
Government officer positions last June 
discovered that the treasurer position 
would cease to exist after the 2016-2017 
school year. Instead, the fourth officer of 
Student Government would serve as the 
organization’s communications director, 
helping to advertise events and gather 
support for its activities.
 Inspired by the communications 
director and press secretary positions 
prominent in real government offices, 
the new officer’s role will be defined 
over the course of the next school year. 
Geetanjali Chouhan, a junior, will be 
the first to navigate the challenges of 
the position. For starters, she will be 
responsible for organizing advertising 
campaigns with consistent messaging, 
overseeing volunteers who make such 
advertisements, and managing Student 
Government’s social media accounts and 
website.
 When asked about her 
unprecedented role, Chouhan stated, “I’m 
a bit nervous because it’s the first time for 
everything. As the year goes along, we’ll 
figure out the main foundation of this 
position and progress from there.”
 The motivations for the change 
were threefold: first, the treasurer position 
had become devoid of responsibility. 
According to former President Karishma 
Chouhan, Mrs. Orzechowski’s detailed 
bookkeeping made “a student treasurer…a 
moot point.” Second, the group had 
struggled to advance a consistent message, 
as communication between team members 
varied during the creation of advertising 
campaigns. Third, the importance of the 
internet was heightened in recent years, 
making it necessary to organize the 
management of various social accounts 
and the group’s new website, www.
mhsgov.org, under one person. 

Mr. Cushing conducting a choir class.                                                              Photo By: Mackenzie Ullrich
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SPORTS
Top Three MLB Playoff Teams

By: Zach Southard

 The Cleveland Indians are on a 
roll and are ready for this year’s playoffs. 
This season, the Indians hold a first-place 
spot in the American League (AL) Central 
with a 90 to 56 record and a .616 winning 
percentage. The Indians have been red 
hot, winning all of their past 21 games 
and now have the best record in the AL 
with three more wins than the Houston 
Astros who are in second place. The 
Indians are five wins away from tying the 
single season record of wins by an MLB 
team. The record was set by the New 
York Giants in 1916 with a number of 
26 straight wins. Steve Hirdt, the MLB’s 
official record keeper, says he is “eager 
to see if Cleveland can topple the Giant’s 
gigantic mark.”
 Standing at number two are the 
Houston Astros. The Astros have had a 
great season. The team has won three 
more games than last season and still have 
17 more games to play. Their ace, Dallas 
Keuchel, has led the Astros to a great year 
with a 3.03 ERA and a 12 to 4 W/L record. 

Keuchel is arguably having one of his best 
seasons with a career high 750 W/L record 
and is 8 wins away from beating his career 
record of 20 wins.
 The team that looks to be making 
a significant mark in the 2017 MLB 
playoffs is the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
The Dodgers are having one of the best 
seasons a professional baseball team can 
have with a 94 to 52 record and a .644 
winning percentage. In July, The Dodgers 
started the season with a 12-2 record, and 
since then the season has gotten rocky. So 
far in September, the Dodgers have gone 
3-11. Andrew Friedman, the President of 
Baseball Operations of the LA Dodgers, 
has described the losing streak as an 
“imperfect storm.” 
 With only a few more games 
left in the regular season, MLB teams 
are looking forward to starting the post-
season off right. 

NBA Off-Season 
Breakups and Rebounds
By: Ashley Seldon
 The NBA astounded basketball-
adoring fanatics across the country with 
startling trade deals that were made in the 
off-season. Most recently, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers made the tough decision to 
part ways with four-time all-star Kyrie 
Irving. This was after rumors leaked out 
that Irving was no longer happy in his 
current situation. In the end, it made for 
a fair trade because Cleveland was able to 
acquire Isaiah Thomas whose threatening 
shooting ability will make Cleveland and 
Boston arguably the top two teams in the 
East. 
 One of the more confusing 
trades made during the offseason was the 
Chicago Bulls giving up one of the most 
talented players on their roster, Jimmy 
Butler, to the Minnesota Timberwolves. 
In return, Minnesota gifted the Bulls with 
rookie Kris Dunn, two-time all-star dunk 
champion Zach LaVine, and the seven-
draft pick. The Timberwolves really 
fought for Butler knowing they needed 
a talented veteran to fit their vision of a 
“new era.” Bulls’ fans were outraged by 
the decision and questioned the sanity of 
head offices in Chicago.
 Just a night before the 2017 NBA 
Draft, the LA Lakers dropped D’angelo 
Russell and sent him off to the east coast 
to play for the Brooklyn Nets in exchange 
for Brook Lopez. The very next evening, 
Los Angeles made out with UCLA point 
guard, Lonzo Ball—no surprise there. 
 The Houston Rockets also 
received Chris Paul, who is a consistent 
contributor on the court. It’ll be interesting 
to witness the rise of a potential dynamic 
duo between him and Harden. Of course 
there were plenty of other shocking trade 
deals, summer ’17 has definitely left the 
league shook, and has created major hype 
for the upcoming season. Anything is up 
for grabs, and every franchise is looking 
to build their super team.

The Indians are in the Playoff Race.                                                                                  Stock Photo
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SPORTS

By:  Mady Whittaker
 This season Montville High 
School’s Cross country team hoasts a 
record number of runners. During the 
2016 season, the Cross-Country team 
was small compared to most schools. 
However, during the start of the 2017 
Cross-Country season, coaches were 
thrilled when over 27 runners came out 
to the first practice. Most were new faces 
from Tyl Middle School, but others were 
returners. This season, the Cross-Country 
team could potentially have an ECC 
title from the girls’ team, and may walk 
away with runners qualifying to the New 
England Championships in November. 
 Coach Steve LaBranche, an 
alumni of MHS and an active runner, 
was thrilled to have so many determined 
and eager runners on the team this year. 
Coach Erica Grove will be assisting him 
for her second season. Co-captains Mady 

More Runners Joining the Cross Country Team

Whittaker and Annali Nelson will be 
guiding the girls’ team, while the boys’ 
team is being led by co-captains, Ray 
Bigalbal and Jayden Colon. 
 This season, the team hopes to 
improve their place in states and have 
multiple, if not all, their athletes break their 
personal bests for the 3.1 mile race. The 
team has two home meets this year against 
Norwich Free Academy, Waterford, and 
Woodstock—the most home meets they 
have had in years. In the meet against 
NFA and Waterford, over 125 athletes 
competed on Montville’s Cross Country 
home course. It is a positive thing to see 
so many runners this year, especially new 
faces, to ensure the team is still alive and 
in good shape. 

By: Marissa Hendrickson

 During the Cleveland Browns’ 
preseason game against the New York 
Giants, a dozen players took a knee and 
bowed their heads during the national 
anthem. This resulted in the Cleveland 
Police Union refusing to raise the flag 
for the first Browns’ game of the regular 
season. This was the largest protest the 
NFL had seen from a group of football 
players, and the Cleveland Police Union 
were not impressed by this display. The 
Cleveland Police Union, made up of 
veterans, then refused to raise the flag 
during the national anthem saying that 
they felt disrespected by the players 
kneeling.
  According to CBS Sports, 
Cleveland Police Patrolman’s Association 
President Steve Loomis told the Daily 
Wire, “It’s hypocritical of the Browns 

Cleveland Police Refuse to Raise Flag During National Anthem

management and ownership to want to 
have an armed forces first-responder day, 
and have us involved in it when they allow 
their players to take a knee during the 
national anthem.” EMT Union president, 
Daniel Nemeth, told Fox-8, “This hit 
home with me. I am a veteran, an 8-year 
veteran with the U.S. Marine Corps. So, 
to disrespect the flag by taking a knee is 
not something I was going to be a part of.” 
Nemeth also told ABC News that, “when 
I was growing up, we were taught to stand 
every morning, put our hands over our 
hearts and say the Pledge of Allegiance, 
and when we did that, we typically had 
someone holding the flag in front of the 
class. For them to disrespect the flag by 
taking a knee did not sit well with me.” 
 The Browns’ protests are part 
of the movement started last season by 

previous quarterback, Colin Kaepernick, 
who has now become the figure for 
kneeling during the National Anthem. 
Linebacker Christian Kirksey recently 
explained the demonstration by saying, 
“We respect our veterans, respect our 
military. We’re not protesting against 
them. We just have our reasons of why 
we’re doing what we’re doing.” (Daily 
Wire). After the Browns’ protest, the team 
issued a statement, “As an organization, we 
have a profound respect for our country’s 
National Anthem, flag and the servicemen 
and servicewomen in the United States and 
abroad. We feel it’s important for our team 
to join in this great tradition and special 
moment of recognition, at the same time 
we also respect the great liberties afforded 
by our country, including the freedom of 
personal expression.”

Photo by: Tessa Rummel
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Josh Archibald Flies to Disney for 
National Music Festival

By: Ryan Radgowski

 Josh Archibald, MHS senior, 
is preparing to fly to Disney World to 
perform with the All-National Honor 
Choir in November. Josh will be singing 
Tenor 1 alongside 280 other high school 
musicians from all fifty states. To be 
accepted into this prestigious musical 
experience, Josh had to first be accepted 
into other auditioned festivals. 
 The first step was to apply for 
the Connecticut Eastern Region Music 
Festival. Josh was accepted into Eastern 
Regionals with the top tenor score—192 
out of 198. His next step was to audition 
for the All-State Music Festival which 
took place over one full weekend. Being 
accepted to sing in All-States was the final 
step he had to take before he was eligible 
to audition for the National Association 
for Music Education, or “NAfME”, All-
National Music Festival. The audition for 
NAfME required Josh to submit a two-
minute video of himself singing the tenor 
line of “Sing We at Pleasure” by Thomas 
Weelkes in May.

  Two months later, Josh received 
an acceptance email. A few hundred 
submissions were sent in from all over 
the country, and Josh was one of 281 
that were accepted into the program.  
Josh says he is, “excited to have a great 
musical experience with the best singers 
in the country,” and wants to thank his 
close reporter friend for peer pressuring 
him into auditioning. 
 The festival takes place in 
Disney’s Coronado springs in Orlando, 
Florida—making NAfME Archibald’s 
first out-of-state musical program. He 
still is very appreciative of the immense 
amount of music experience he has gained 
right here in Montville, CT. Throughout 
the past three years, Josh has been a part of 
MHS’s A Capella Choir, Chamber Choir, 
Men’s Choir, Concert Choir, and Caroling 
Choir. The concert will be on November 
29, so that’s why he won’t be in physics.

Save Our Home
By: Kaylee Kingston
 One of Isaac Newton’s laws 
states, “Every action has an equal and 
opposite reaction.” This is very relevant 
to our world today, because what humans 
do and what humans use causes harm to 
earth’s protection blanket, the ozone layer. 
All over the news, there are warnings of 
high-level hurricanes, which are causing 
massive destruction in southern states. 
The USA has never experienced so 
many hurricanes at once; it is making 
people realize that the Earth is slowly 
deteriorating. 
  Climate change is a change in 
global or regional climate patterns. It was 
apparent from the mid to late 20 century 
and has attributed largely to the increased 
levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide 
produced by the use of fossil fuels.
 Hurricanes—Harvey, Irma, and 
Jose all hit the USA at approximately the 
same time. According to the Independent 
News, “That is not simply a coincidence 
– instead, it is a demonstration of global 
warming in action.” Scientists have 
warned the USA about climate change 
before and tried to enforce the importance 
of using non-harmful chemicals.
 On a daily basis, many chemicals 
are used without care. The gas from 
the cars we use goes up into the air 
and pollutes the air we breathe. The 
chemicals inside of a hair spray can are 
dangerous for our environment, they 
are (Chlorofluorocarbons or CFC). CFC 
are nontoxic, nonflammable chemicals 
containing atoms of carbon, chlorine, and 
fluorine. They are used in the manufacture 
of aerosol sprays, blowing agents for 
foams and packing materials, as solvents, 
and as refrigerants. So hair spray is just as 
bad as car gas.
 Scientists have also said, “…  we 
will get more dangerous hurricanes, [but] 
they are more likely than ever to chain 
together in this way.” 

Senior, Josh Archibald.                                                                                       Photo By: Nia Muckenthaler
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By:  Kaylee Kingston

Chill Vibes 

By: Sireena Holloman

 Ze Tian Huang, a senior at MHS, 
is taking an opportunity to learn about 
fashion design. Last year, Huang set out 
to organize an after school, fashion-based 
club. Unfortunately, his plan got lost in 
communication as the stress of finals 
approached. Huang refused to let such 
a small issue stop him from doing what 
he wants; this year, Huang is taking an 
independent study for fashion with the 
end-goal of making a gown. 
 Ze is involved in a few of the 
arts programs offered at Montville 
High School including Chamber Choir, 
Acapella Choir, Painting, Ceramics, etc. 
Therefore, it wasn’t much of a surprise 
to see him express interest in yet another 
art form. Ze also participates in Student 
Government and has designed this year’s 
homecoming ticket and banner. When 

Fashion Design

asked how long he has been interested in 
the art of fashion, he says, “I’ve always 
been interested in creating things with my 
hands. Fashion is just another way for me 
to make art—but it’s wearable. I didn’t 
plan to make a dress; whatever I want 
to make is just whatever I want to do at 
the moment.” His ambition to properly 
start learning about fashion was inspired 
from a video tutorial on how to make 
paper flowers, that turned into video after 
video on how to make dresses. Huang 
admits that he never really intended on 
taking an independent study, but it was 
recommended to him by a teacher who 
studied garment design and costume 
making in college. Ze hopes to get his 
independent study approved for full-year 
so he can continue to create and learn, “I 
really want to do [the independent study] 

because you look at famous fashion 
designers, you don’t really see the Asian 
aesthetic and it’s kind of getting lost in the 
mainstream trends. I love Chinese culture, 
so I’m also taking this opportunity to 
express my culture.”
 Not many students know about 
independent studies. Independent studies 
allow eleventh and twelfth-grade students 
a chance to further their knowledge about 
topics not traditionally offered by the 
school. Students must show that they can 
commit to a semester or year-long plan.

  Fall is finally here, so get ready to 
cuddle up in a warm blanket with a nice hot 
cup of tea. This is the season of renewal. 
The leaves are fading and falling off the 
trees. MHS is ready for the new school 
year and is anticipating the end of 2017. In 
fall, there’s so much to experience, and so 
many sights and tastes. There’s plenty of 
small family farms around Montville, like 
Buttonwood Farm and Whittles Willow 
Spring Farm. Each has a beautiful fall 
feel with their bounty of freshly grown 
apples and pumpkins. All of the hayrides 
and the upcoming haunted houses are 
setting the mood for almost everybody’s 
favorite holiday—Halloween. Fall’s chill 
vibe, nice weather, and peaceful music is 
what makes this season so aesthetically 
pleasing. 
 “I love fall because I get to wear 

sweaters all day and I like to look at the 
beautiful scenery,” Jordyn Neese stated. 
This tends to be a popular opinion among 
most young people. 
 Large sweaters, cozy socks, and 
sweats are the essentials to be comfortable 
during this chilly season. The color 
scheme is rather plain, but you can’t argue 
with the warmth it brings. The browns, 
greens, yellows, oranges, and reds write 
an invitation to sit down near a fireplace 
and read a book or eat some pumpkin pie. 
 Even though fall means the 
beginning of the “back to school” season, 
it’s still a favorite for many. It is a calm 
way to end an eventful and hot summer. 
The sun backs off, the air becomes more 
refreshing, and grandmothers fire up the 
ovens all across the country for every food 
lover’s favorite holidays—Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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OPINION
Dress Code Disagreement 

By: Kayla Gaughan

 Modern fashion makes it difficult 
to follow the dress code at MHS. Ripped 
jeans and “off the shoulder tops” have 
been popular statement pieces in the halls 
of every school. Having slight rips on your 
knee caps and bare shoulders shouldn’t be 
a violation of the dress code. Although, 
there are limits when it comes to showing 
too much of your stomach, chest, or butt. 
 Alana Chappelle, Junior, was 
recently dress coded for the minimal rips 
in her jeans. “The dress code is ridiculous. 
It needs to be more lenient,” she said. 
“Why don’t the boys get dress coded? 
It’s always the girls and it’s not fair to us 
that we can’t wear what we want because 
the boys can’t control themselves.” One 
of the main reasons for the dress code is 
that the girl’s “inappropriate clothing” can 
easily distract boys. That claim is not fair 
to girls, nor is it our fault, so we shouldn’t 
be reprimanded from expressing our style.
 Is it a possibility that teachers are 
being strict on the dress code because they 
are worried we are going to dress like they 

used to? An interesting point has surfaced, 
that in the past when our MHS staff were 
in high school, there was no dress code. 
Girls could be seen wearing, low-rise 
jeans and rips under their butts. I think 
the teachers are afraid that if they don’t 
enforce a strict dress code, we will go 
overboard like they used to in the eighties. 
The harsh rules just make students more 
prone to be rebellious, and inspire them 
to wear what they want—instead of 
changing around their favorite outfits just 
to satisfy dress code regulations. 
 New modern fashion and current 
strict dress codes don’t mix well. I believe 
teachers are just trying to prove a point, 
and act professional when they dress code 
students, rather than really caring what we 
wear. Time calls for change here at MHS, 
it’s 2017, and the system should be more 
lenient to modern trends

iPhone Conspiracy 
By: Skylar MacKay
 September is upon us, and a 
brand new work year calls for brand 
new upgrades. Apple showcased the new 
iPhone 8, 8 Plus, and X inside their newly 
built headquarters on Sept. 12. This new 
flagship is rumored to have many neat 
features including, facial recognition, 
a dual lens vertical camera, “wireless” 
charging, a virtual home button and more.
 However, many users who do not plan on 
upgrading this year are worried, and you 
might be wondering why. There has been 
a long held conspiracy regarding iPhones; 
many believe that when the new iPhone is 
put on the market, Apple secretly implants 
bugs or software into the previous models. 
This slows them down, reduces battery 
life, and other tactics, causing them to 
be obsolete. The reasoning, by Apple 
according to these theorists, is that if they 
reduce the quality of their past models, 
people will be inclined to purchase the 
new expensive one—making the company 
billions.  
 A very confused and outraged 
Apple user explains why his iPhone 6 
died just about every time he tried to bring 
it outside last winter. “At first I thought it 
was my imagination. Around the time the 
iPhone 5s and 5c were released, I noticed 
that my sad old iPhone 4 was becoming 
a lot more sluggish. The same thing 
seemed to be happening to a lot of people 
who, like me, swear by Apple products.” 
Unfortunately, he is one of many left 
disappointed, that only a year after buying 
their flashy new iPhone, it became an 
outdated relic of the past.
 The iPhone—which you may just 
have in your pocket right now, is still just 
as convenient no matter what model you 
own. The smartphone is still capable of 
just about anything from snapping a selfie 
to investing in a stock.

Dress Code Violations.                                                                                                              Stock Photo
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OPINION

By: Mari De La Cruz

Got Senioritis?  

By: Jayden Long

 Summer was a time to drop all 
of the worries of school and listen to 
some music. There were many albums 
this summer and it might’ve been hard 
to choose what to listen to. Let me tell 
you what I was jamming to all summer. 
Flower Boy by Tyler, The Creator was 
definitely a great album this year and the 
best album of the summer. This album 
was his best one yet with better flows, 
and a brighter and lighter take on things. 
Tyler has proved to be a great lyricist time 
and again and with this new album he 
shows his creative beats and a new style 
of lyricism. He has strived to be No. 1 on 
The Billboards Top 200 for many years. 
He did not reach the No. 1 spot and was 
outsold by Lana Del Rey’s Lust for Life 
(107k compared to Tyler’s 106k). Tyler 
still proved himself by outselling his last 

Albums of the Summer

album’s first week sales by 50k.
 17 XXXtentacion is one of the 
albums that I have been listening to on 
repeat as soon as it dropped. X’s album 
shows you his deep and depressed 
thoughts. You enter his brain where he is 
open about many things in his life. With 
this album he takes a different approach 
and takes a step back from the loud bass 
and yelling. For X’s first official studio 
album he did very well with the first week 
hitting No. 1 on The Billboards Top 100. 
He remained in the top ten for weeks 
sitting at 6. X shows his rapping ability 
and other emotions rather than yelling. 
Fans are excited for his next studio album.
 Wins and Losses Meek mill was 
a banger over the summer. After Drake 
disintegrated Meek’s career, he dropped a 
distrack gaining his fan base back. It hit  

No. 3 in the first week on The Billboard’s 
Top 200 under Tyler, The Creator’s 
Flower Boy. Within the first week he sold 
102k albums, though he did not beat an 
impressive 250k in the first week. It is 
understandable having to grow your fan 
base back after someone as high as Drake 
makes a diss on you. Considering this, 
Meek did very well and made his album 
a hit with the same kind of Rap we can 
relate to.

 ‘Tis the season to have senioritis. 
This contagious phenomenon has been 
known to take over the lives of high school 
seniors during the college application 
process. Everyone knows the only known 
cure for senioritis is graduation, but, for 
this to happen, no slacking off can be 
allowed. Colleges have the authority to 
deny a prospective student’s admission 
because of a sudden drop in grades or 
even a failed class. Seniors are eager to 
start college and they forget that certain 
graduation requirements must be met. 
Worst case scenario is finding out that in 
less than two weeks from graduation one 
won’t be graduating because they haven’t 
turned in any English assignments to their 
teacher, or they’ve skipped too many days 
of school. To avoid all this one must set 
goals to combat senioritis.

 Challenging one’s self might 
sound totally unrealistic because everyone 
expects senior year to be a break from all 
the torture that occurred in junior year. 
But, taking high-level classes is a great 
way to show colleges how determined you 
are to continue your education. Avoid bad 
habits such as procrastinating until 3 AM 
to finish homework. Being responsible for 
all work to be turned in on time. These 
subtle strategies can lead to less stress and 
more happiness.
 Overall, enjoying the final year 
of high school should be the number one 
motivation to finish the year off great. 
Seniors want to make more than just their 
mom or dad or grandma proud. They want 
to make themselves proud so when that 
day in June finally comes, they can just 
smile to the crowd and yell, “I did it!” Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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LIFE
Captain Scott’s Lobster Deck

By: Elizabeth Whitney

 As an unofficial end to the summer 
season, my first food review is of Captain 
Scott’s Lobster Deck. The restaurant’s 
setup is similar to a food truck with an 
outdoor eating area that has a scenic view. 
It’s extremely popular, I was waiting in 
line for almost 30 minutes before I had 
my chance to order. I finally ordered the 
popular lobster roll along with small fries 
and clam chowder. The lobster roll comes 
in two variants, one made with mayo 
and the other with butter. I ordered mine 
with butter. My initial bite was a pleasant 
surprise. Sometimes food trucks’ seafood 
can tast a little bit odd. I’ve had lobster 
rolls where you could almost taste the 
ocean. However, Scott’s tasted fresh and 
the lobster wasn’t rubbery or overcooked. 
 I was born and raised in Rhode 
Island. Clam Chowder is the holy grail 
that holds the tiny state together. It’s 
definitely not something that is taken 
lightly. Whether it’s Rhode Island 
Chowder or Corn Chowder – if it doesn’t 

get our unofficial stamp of approval, 
then it’s not good.  With that being said, 
I hold my chowder to a high standards. 
I wasn’t entirely too sure when I looked 
down at the creamy dish. I’ve heard my 
friends’ horror stories of bad seafood. But 
Captain Scott’s once again produced the 
very best. The chowder was creamy with 
just a perfect number of clams so it didn’t 
overpower the dish. 
 A quick pro tip: dip your French 
fries into the clam chowder. It sounds 
disgusting but the crunchy fries and the 
creamy sauce produces an amazing mix. I 
almost prefer eating my fries like this then 
with ketchup. By themselves, the fries 
were standard. There was nothing crazy 
going on there. 
 Overall, if you’re looking for 
good seafood at a decent price and willing 
to wait in line for a while then Captain 
Scott’s Lobster Deck may be the place for 
you. The restaurant closes for the year on 
January 1 but opens up again in March.

Crushing the American 
Dream
By: Ariana Carter  
 President Trump’s recent decision 
to end Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) sparks controversy all 
over the U.S. Trump announced on Twitter 
that the DACA program will be revoked, 
and that the decision will be left into the 
hands of Congress to come up with a 
replacement for the program, in a time 
frame of six months. “Congress now has 
6 months to legalize DACA (something 
the Obama Administration was unable 
to do). If they can’t I will revisit the 
issue!”  DACA is a program that was 
established by former president Barack 
Obama in 2012, which allows people, 
known as dreamers, who come to the 
U.S illegally as minors to be protected 
by instant deportation. About 800,000 
children/young adults are now in legal 
trouble since, the program that prevents 
them from being deported is getting taken 
away. According to CNBC, “The decision 
could drag down the economy…The loss 
of all DACA workers would reduce U.S 
gross domestic product by $433 billion 
over the next 10 years.” 
 Now that DACA is in the works 
of ending, many immigrants will now lose 
their job once their temporary work permit 
ends. A total of 15 states are now suing 
Trump because of his comments about 
ending the program. Some of the states 
are New York, Connecticut, Delaware, 
and more. While some people are furious 
with the decision, others are very pleased 
with the decision of DACA. The citizens 
who are against DACA believed that it 
is an unconstitutional abuse of executive 
power. Cleary, this announcement has 
brought a lot of controversy for not only 
Trump, but Congress as well. 

Captain Scotts Lobster Dock.                                                                                                      Stock Photo
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By: Kaitlyn Borris

Feeling the Stress

By: Skylar MacKay

Day by day, minute by minute, North 
Korea is becoming greater and greater 
of a threat to the security and prosperity 
of the United States of America. If 
you’ve happened to stumble by any TV 
broadcasting the news in recent months, 
chances are you have seen something 
regarding the growing tensions with this 
frighteningly militant regime. Before we 
delve into the current status of this rouge 
nation, let’s take it back to the birth of the 
dictatorship. It wasn’t always divided into 
the North and South provinces, before 
World War 2, Korea was one, it was 
united as one with language, culture, and 
politics. When the United States dropped 
the atomic bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima, it ended not only the war, but 
the Japan’s thirty years of control over 
the Korea. Due to having no stability or 

North Korea: A nuclear timebomb

any political system whatsoever, the first 
world had to step in. The United States 
created the Republic of Korea in the South 
where the country adopted an American-
style democracy. The Soviet’s installed 
the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, a communist state appointing Kim 
il-sung as the supreme leader. Two years 
later, il-sung lead a Norther invasion of 
the South, what we now know today as the 
Korean War. After three years of violence, 
resulting in thousands of casualties, a 
ceasefire was agreed upon. During the 
time of peace, the two nations kept to 
themselves, with bubbling tension on the 
most highly militarized border on Earth. 
South Korea’s capitalist economy thrived 
while a decade of death and despair was 
just under the horizon for the North. In the 
early 1990’s the Soviet Union collapsed, 

cutting off North Korea’s economic life-
line. On top of this, famine swept across 
the nation taking the lives of thousands 
as they went into an economic downfall. 
In 1994 Kim il-sung dies and his son 
Kim Jong-il takes power. Unfortunately 
nothing changes for the citizens of North 
Korea as technology advances, more 
propaganda is washed into their brains, 
depicting their leader as a god. In the early 
2000’s Il-sung begins to test fire nuclear 
missiles, completing defying international 
warnings and conduct. When Il-sung 
finally succeeds his power to his son, Kim 
Jong-un in 2011, things only get worse. 
Today, North Korea’s population either 
live in extreme poverty forced to work 
in labor camps, or are brainwashed into 
thinking their leader is all-mighty. As the 
threats of 2017 continue, many nations 
prepare for “fire and fury like we’ve never 
seen.”

 School’s in session and so is 
stress. According to “The Washington 
Post”, 83% of teens reported that school is 
a source of stress. In some cases, chronic 
stress can form, inducing paralysis and a 
feeling of panic. Letting due date anxiety 
and social media control a teenager’s life 
is a terrible path to be on. Luckily, there 
are ways to cope with this overwhelming 
feeling:
• though chilé, sleep 10 hours each night
• think in the present, not the future
• strive for satisfaction, not the highest 
grade
• take breaks in between assignments 
• organize your time
 Mrs. Ouellette, MHS’s school 
psychologist, had more to say about 
coping with stress. Taking deep breaths 
once your body starts to tense up will 

help students relax and “refresh” their 
minds. Mrs. Ouellette recommends that 
going home, taking a break, listening 
to music or eating a snack, is a healthy 
decision. Eating nutritional foods will get 
the body in a healthier place, making the 
brain in a heathier place. She suggests 
that teenagers put away their phones for 
a few hours each night and take a break 
from the people around them. She stated 
that young adults may have FoMO which 
is the fear of being left out, making people 
want to check their phones so often. If you 
disconnect from your cellular device you 
will start to feel more involved… in your 
own life.

Photo By:  Mackenzie Ullrich
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Clubs at MHS
By: Katarina Turchetta

 Montville High School has over 
twenty clubs, join one today! MHS has 
so many options for after school activities 
to get involved in. The MHS clubs have 
something for everyone. Clubs are a great 
way to make new friends and get involved 
with your school.
 MHS has an Art club, Active 
Athlete club, Cooking club, Drama etc. 
Name any club and MHS has it! Clubs 
are a great way to help determine what 
might spark your interest. Clubs allow 
students to pursue interests outside of a 
standardized academic context. Students 
who are passionate about a certain 
program might join that specific club. 
Joining a club in high school can help 
boost your extracurricular activity record 
and give your college application some 
help. For those not interested in sports, 
clubs are the best way to go!
 Teachers look to the students who 
are well rounded and not just good in 
the classroom. It shows the teachers that 
students know how to manage their time 
outside of school and have a good work 
ethic. Also, it is important for the students 
to showcase leadership and responsibility 
in their everyday life. 
 High school clubs are a way 
for the youth to grow into a responsible 
mature individual. Clubs will help 
provide a platform for students to vocalize 
their opinion about the community and 
school environment. Some kids are not 
comfortable with expressing themselves 
until they join a club. The clubs at MHS 
are designed to build relationships 
between students who share a passion 
about something. Each club has a group of 
diverse students who have different goals 
and aspirations, which is what makes each 
club unique. Joining a club will make 
your high school experience memorable 
and fun.

Konnichiwa from the Pacific Islands

By: Ryan Radgowski

 The Japanese culture can seem 
peculiar in the eyes of three girls from 
suburban Connecticut. In the summer of 
2017, MHS seniors Nicole McDonald, 
Ryan Radgowski, and Caroline 
Stephenson, were lucky enough to 
experience an eye-opening culture shock 
across the globe. 
 McDonald said the hardest custom to get 
used to was taking off her shoes before 
entering any home, temple, school, or 
local restaurant. While entering Japanese 
homes, there is a special area before 
entering that is lower than the rest of the 
house. This is typically the spot where 
all shoes are kept, so the outside world 
is left out of the house. Most Japanese 
people even put on slippers right after 
removing their shoes, for an extra amount 
of cleanliness. House slippers are then 
exchanged for bathroom slippers when 
entering the toilet room.
Radgowski says the biggest cultural 
difference is the amount of trust and 
respect that strangers have for each 

other. Radgowski said that even her host 
mother once left her purse on a bench in 
Tokushima right next to two strangers, 
while she used the bathroom. She had full 
trust that no one would steal her purse, 
and no one did. Radgowski also tells us 
that everyone was very accepting, even to 
Americans. Japanese citizens always said 
“hello” back to every exchange student 
that said “Konnichiwa” to them on the 
streets. 
 Stephenson says that what caught her 
by surprise the most were the differences 
between the public schools. In Japan, most 
students ride their bikes to school instead 
of taking the bus. There’s even an entire 
parking lot for bikes. In the Japanese 
school system, it is very common for 
honor students to stay after school for an 
extra three hours for more classes, then 
another two hours for school activities. 
Students aren’t allowed to be in more than 
one club, because the time commitment 
would be unbearable for two.

Ryan Radgowski and Nicole McDonald in Japan .                                              Photo By: Ryan Radgowski
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By: Nia Muckenthaler

 Students are not informed about 
the latest news within their class—so 
here’s the scoop. 
 Freshman, welcome to the new 
world we call high school. Here’s your 
chance to get involved with the freshman 
class. Class council, a club that governs 
what happens with your class is now 
holding elections. Class council manages 
everything that happens within your 
class such as fundraisers and prom.  Not 
only are class elections a great way to 
become involved, you can also become an 
involved athlete. Runner, Lindsey Beavan 
is an up and coming athlete for the girls 
track team. Running with experienced 
upperclassmen, Lindsey is one to look out 
for in the future. Your first year is one to 
remember so make it count.
 The class of 2020, you’re no 

Catch Up with Your Class

longer considered “freshies.” Your class is 
also now holding class elections. Vote for 
who you want to be the President of the 
sophomore class. Make sure to vote and 
make your voice heard. Football athlete 
Kolt Maccracken from the sophomore 
class now plays offensive guard and 
defensive line for the varsity football team. 
Kolt is one of two of the sophomores who 
start varsity for the Indians. Congrats on 
his hard work; the class of 2020 is proud.
 Juniors, finally, the wait is over, 
you are now considered upper classmen. 
The junior class council is all about 
having the students involved. Class 
President Kenneth Kramer is here and 
open to your suggestions. Do you have 
a fundraiser idea? Talk to Ken or Ashley 
Rewers, class Vice President. Fundraising 
is important to have a slammin’ junior and 

senior prom. Speaking of junior prom, it’s 
coming up! The year will fly by fast, so 
make sure you’re prepared to dance the 
night away.
 Hip hip hooray for the Seniors! 
It’s your last year! Thanks to your Class 
President, Josh Archibald, who has 
successfully run the class of 2018 for 
three years you will have a blast at senior 
prom. It’s only the beginning of your last 
year of high school; make sure to keep 
fundraising to save up for your senior 
outing! Although you all feel like you’ve 
been hit by senioritis, don’t forget to have 
fun and make your last year count. Keep 
up the good work and keep creating a 
bright future.

By: Maddy Dawley

Underappreciated Staff 

 Staff members at MHS are often 
underappreciated. Food Service workers 
and custodians are not given enough 
credit for what they do for students and 
teachers every day. 
 From 10:30 to 12:30, hungry 
students line up waiting to be served the 
meal of the day. The Food Service workers 
spend their time making hundreds of 
lunches every single day. They also walk 
around and take our trash for us so we 
don’t have to get up and do it ourselves. 
The Food Service workers  put up with a 
lot of students’ nonsense while walking 
around the lunch room. They should be 
given more respect for the jobs they do, 
because it is very helpful to the students 
and teachers.
 Custodians spend their days 
working to try and keep our school clean. 
They clean the classrooms, bathrooms, 

hallways, and everywhere else in the 
school. Custodians go through all the 
classrooms and pick up the garbage that 
is thrown on the floor from students. They 
also stay after school hours to make sure 
our school is clean for the next morning. 
They go out of their way to be friendly 
to students and make conversation with 
students. 
 With everything these employees 
do for us, it would be nice for us to show 
them more respect. Without them at 
our school, things would be a lot more 
difficult on teachers and students. We 
probably wouldn’t even be able to run our 
school without everything they do for us, 
we wouldn’t have lunches, and our school 
would not be as clean as it is now. It is time 
for everyone to realize the things they do 
for us and our school and pay them the 
respect they deserve. 

Photo By: Kaylee Kingston
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By: Rebecca Radford and Staff Editor

Guess the Senior

By: Skylar MacKay with Staff Editor

          As we transition from a summer 
flaming with civil unrest, into the last 
stretch of 2017, it feels as if it is only 
just the beginning of the fire. Tensions 
are high between newly elected president 
Donald Trump, various media sources, 
and now those of America’s favorite 
pastime, sports’ teams, players, and 
owners. The NFL protests, sparked by 
49ers veteran, Colin Kaepernick, are now 
beginning to fuel the fire. In last Sunday’s 
Ravens/Jaguars game hosted in London, 
dozens of players from both teams locked 
arms and took knees during the national 
anthem. This protest was created by 
Kaepernick in the name of racial injustice, 
and a direct response to the many police 
shootings of 2016. Last Friday, at a Trump 
rally in Alabama, instead of speaking 
about national recovery of US territories 

Taking a Knee for Change

The MHS senior of this issue can usually 
be found in Mrs. Grills’s (her favorite 
teacher) classroom. She is very happy 
to be a part of the Leo’s club and plays 
for two teams at Montville High School. 
She has stuck with one of the sports 
she plays for the last seven years. She 
absolutely loves playing it. She says she 
sticks with her teams mainly because of 
her teammates. “The teammates make the 
sport ten times better.” 
When asked for a fun and/or interesting 
fact about herself, this senior replied by 
telling us that her ultimate go-to snack of 
all time is pretzels with frosting. “Don’t 
knock it until you’ve tried it,” she said, 
reading this reporter’s face. This senior 
likes to go out for a nice dinner with 
either her friends or her family. Her all-
time absolute favorite restaurant is Moe’s. 
Whenever she goes out to this restaurant, 

she almost always orders the burrito. This 
doesn’t mean she wants to be a burrito, 
though, and seldom, if ever, comes to 
school wrapped tightly in a blanket. 
This senior is definitely known for having 
a bubbly personality and is always very 
caring of everyone around her. She is 
approachable and will be happy to help 
you with anything she can, especially if 
you offer her a burrito or a frosted pretzel. 
If you’re very lucky, she may bring you a 
burrito or a frosted pretzel.
Will you be able to guess who this issue’s 
MHS senior is? Their identity will be 
revealed in the next Chieftain issue, so 
be sure to stay tuned. The “Guess the 
Junior” who is now a senior from last 
issue is Joshua Archibald, Valedictorian, 
Student Government President and Class 
President.      Photo By: Mackenzie Ulllrich

devastated by hurricanes, President 
Trump decided to declare his views on the 
protests. “Get that son of a b*#@* off the 
field, you’re fired!”  
 However, it is not just the NFL 
that has been feeling the divisiveness of 
our nation’s current political climate. A 
day after the Alabama Rally, the president 
publicly uninvited the Golden State 
Warriors on twitter because of star point 
guard Steph Curry’s skepticism to attend. 
The Golden State Warriors are a highly 
respected team in the NBA, one of the best 
holding two recent titles in 2015, and 2017. 
These twitter shots from Trump have been 
received with serious criticim from many 
revered NBA stars. “The King” LeBron 
James from the Cleveland, Cavaliers also 
went on twitter with his thoughts on the 
matter. Calling the president, a quote on 

quote bum, James said Steph Curry was 
never planning on going in the first place, 
therefore his invite was invalid. He closed 
his tweet by saying, “Going to the White 
House was a great honor until you showed 
up!” Immediately it blew up getting over 
650 thousand retweets.  
 Social media has been blowing 
up with outrage on both sides of the 
issue.  Some are saying players should 
not be allowed to play and teams fined 
for players taking the knee on the field or 
court, while others are claiming that it’s a 
peaceful form of protest.  


